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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
18 March 2025


Meeting commenced at 6:30 p.m. in the Benton County Administration Building.
Board Members Present
Dave McNeal, Chair
Robert Emmingham, Vice Chair
Michael LeCompte, Secretary
Kit McBurney
Frank Cooper
Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez
David Cannon

Benton County employees present
Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager
Adam Morasch, Benton County Risk Manager
Robert Blain, Benton County Capital Projects Director

After the Pledge of Allegiance the agenda for the March meeting was approved as presented. The minutes for the Feb. meeting were approved pending some edits for grammar and clarification regarding the Little Badger Mountain project included in the Friends of Badger Mountain annual presentation.
Chair Report
Chair McNeal thanked everyone for attending

Committee Reports
Mr. Emmingham reported that the staffing/funding committee hopes to meet soon, possibly the 2nd or 3rd of April.

Staff Report
Mr. Fyall related a walkthrough that happened at Hover that morning, and that the bid opening for the parking lot project will take place next Thursday, March 27.

An update on the irrigation system at Two Rivers Park was then provided, with Adam explaining that a whole rebuild would probably be around $1 million. Instead the County is looking at how to address the most critical needs in the system by replacing valves and valve stations this year.

Mr. Fyall then asked for ideas from the board regarding content in the form of writing, photos or other forms for the “Park Pulse” newsletter.

An update on the removal of the Horse Heaven Vista bathroom was given. The County has had communications with the manufacturer about how to remove it as it needs to go.

Business: Two Rivers Park Restroom
Mr. Fyall provided a brief background of the restroom and the current situation following the fire of March 13.

The restroom was originally built in 1969 and is the only plumbed restroom in the park, however, it’s old and a frequent target of vandalism and replacement talks started about 15 years ago.
Two years ago a ‘Taos’ model modular unit manufactured by CXT to replace the restroom was estimated at about $135,000 before installation, a price that is probably closer to $200,000 today, fully-installed.
Last year the restroom was closed and portable units were used for the remainder of the year.  The plan was to stick with portable units for the entire 2025 season before re-evaluating options, including rehabilitation of the current structure, replacing the current structure with a modular unit, or universal portable toilet use in the park.  The recent fire does not change this posture.
The County is currently waiting for more information on the fire and for the Benton County Sheriff’s Office and the insurance agency to conclude their investigations.
The burnt restroom, signs and the shop in Two Rivers Park were then vandalized on March 18 with graffiti.
The restroom seems beyond salvage and the structure must now be cleaned up and the area made safe.
Mr. Fyall also reported that more portable units will be brought in for use this season and that the life vest station that also burned will be replaced.
After demolition of the restroom it is important to maintain the foundation pad, preserving water and sewer hookups and keeping the drain field active, regardless of any near-term decisions on future plans.
Adam Morasch, the Benton County Risk Manager then explained to the board how Benton County is in a pool with 24 other counties for insurance purposes and that the Two Rivers Park bathroom was valued at $21,000 with a deductible of $5,000.
Robert Emmingham explained that the burnt restroom is an eyesore, is unsafe and will continue to be a target for graffiti unless it is taken down and introduced a motion to direct County Staff to remove the remains of the restroom, while preserving the pad and hookups as soon as possible after being cleared by law enforcement and insurance.
The motion was seconded and passed by the board.
Ismael Mendoza then brought up the issue of cat dumping at Two Rivers Park.
The problem has been ongoing for years and areas of the park are seemingly overrun with cats that are being fed or provided shelter.
Adam said he will try the Humane Society again and see if there is anything they are able or willing to do.
Robert mentioned that signs explaining that feeding the cats is prohibited could help.
Chair McNeal mentioned that the problem of cat dumping could be a good topic for a “Park Pulse” and explained how the bathroom at Horn Rapids had been closed early due to vandalism and posed the question of “how vandalism and potential cultural issues impact decision making regarding the parks moving forward?”
Ismael then brought up the issue of the recent graffiti in the park and explained about taking pictures of it and reporting it to law enforcement because some of it is gang-related.
In regards to vandalism at Two Rivers in particular and the parks in general, David Cannon asked if lighting and cameras were a deterrent in the many secluded areas of parks.
Adam Morasch explained that while lights and cameras are good it usually comes back to cost regarding why they aren’t used.
Adam Fyall reminded the board that lights and surveillance sound good, but they won’t necessarily deter anyone bent on destruction and they take money and maintenance to operate.
David Cannon broached the subject of closing the park gates every night and if maybe a group could do it as part of “pride in parks,” however, it was the general consensus that closing park gates every night is just not feasible.
Frank Cooper explained that we can’t stop the vandalism entirely, so how do we mitigate it? And wondered about the cost of portable units that could be burned versus a nonflammable building.
The need of getting some form of temporary safety fencing around the burned restroom was brought up by David Cannon to avoid any liability.
Park Development Fund
Mr. Fyall provided the board with copies of a resolution on the Park Development Fund written some twenty years ago.

The resolution states that the fund is to be used for “capital improvements in County Parks” and is funded by donations, camping revenue, the interest from County investments and the Counties cash carry forward process where unspent budget funds that can’t carry over get swept into capital funds, including the park development fund.

The amount in the fund varies, but has about $750,000 in it, which would be used to replace the bathroom.
With the cost to rent and maintain portable restrooms continuously rising and impacting the operating budget Mr. Fyall proposed making an exception to the Park Development Fund and writing it into the resolution that funds could be used on portable restrooms
Chair McNeal reminded the board that the Hover parking lot and Two Rivers boardwalk would be paid out of the Park Development Fund and that it might not be wise to take more out of it (cited the Domino Theory) and wondered if there might be grants or other funding opportunities available to help pay for portable restrooms.
Frank Cooper recommended that if the resolution is ultimately amended it should be stopgap measure with a sunset clause so money is not taken out once the budget increases.
From an insurance perspective Dave Cannon explained that other options could be available, including extra expense coverage or drawing from policy or capital improvement funds for portable restrooms.
Mr. Fyall explained that he was not looking for a decision from the board on the Park Development Fund, but was just exploring options and that he would ask questions and get back to the board with more information.
Public Comment
George Hager (TCSA) provided an update on the archery range at the Rattlesnake Mountain Shooting Facility, explaining that the interest in it isn’t really there at this point, although he is reaching out to local archers to see if they want to develop it further.

Gary Westergard (PSR) explained that the cost of portable restrooms is a problem facing riding groups as well and informed the board that the Trail Warriors youth riding group has a riding event at Horn Rapids Park on Saturday, March 22.
Dick McGrew (MAA) informed the board that the Model Airplane Association recently held its first cleanup of the year at Higgins Field and that they were retiring their portable restroom this season.
Poll of the Board
Robert: Felt that portable restrooms were a good topic to pursue and that signs regarding the cats in Two Rivers should be posted. Also mentioned that the Sheriff’s Office should be asked to pay increased attention to graffiti and possible gang-related activity in the park area.

Frank: Voiced his appreciation for the meeting and everyone’s attendance.
Kit: Mentioned the importance of restrooms, highlighting how the need for reliable restrooms was highlighted during the pandemic when so many were closed.
Michael: Thanked everyone for a productive meeting.
David: Expressed his excitement about reading insurance policy regarding the restroom.
Ismael: Is happy about the momentum for community involvement in Two Rivers and wants to direct it toward the bathroom and cat problems. Expressed his love for Benton County saying, “the good ones are more than the bad ones and we can make this county even better.”
The March Park Board meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m.

#   #   #
image1.png




